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FINE FISHING, THIS.

Battles With Muskallonge
in Northwestern Lakes.

REASONING POWER OF A SETTER

Slaughter of Woodcock at

Night by Market Hunters,

Strength and Ferooity of the Muskallenge
—~Why the Fight Between the Angler
and the Fish Is Unfair —Gray Squirrels
s Pest In Southern Cornfields-—Mild
Pleasures of Cropple Fushing —Golf
Lanks In Chicago Invaded by Jackenipe.

Kow, the murkallonge, many-toothed
mavager of the inland seas, has stirred
from his long winter's idleneas and is spread-
ing death among the smaller flshes. Built
for spead, with sharp nose and broad-
flanged tadl, from eye to tail-fork a mass
of muscle overlaid with delicious flesh,
with the appetite of the wolf that ranges
the foodless snow, with cunning and rapacity
unbounded, with alyness, patience and
ocourage, he Is one of the most formidable
toned things in the waters of earth.

The instinct to slaughter is the muskal-
longe's marked characteristio, next a cer-
tain bulldog tenacity and grit. When after
e fight of half an hour this monster ex-
hausted is reeled in until a foot of his head
projects above water and hangs there
until the guide in the boat sends a bullet
through it, the malign countenance bears
astrong resemblance to that of some baffled
aud hating beast of prey.

There is futile anger in the glaring eyes
and grinning teeth, but no despair and
no fear. An instantaneous photograph of
& muskallonge so held is rare and worth
study

The waters the muskallonge inhabita are
rife with fish flesh, and whereas he begins
the summer season poor and comparatively
weak he moon regaina his swiftness and
power. Before May has half gone the
pirate |8 as strong and bold as ever.

There {8 no possible computation of the
amount of food consumed by the great
flsh during these days of its recrudescence,
but it is something enormous. He feeds
literally from daylight until dark and for
this reason is more readily hooked in the
eold davs of spring than at any other time,
The flsh is not so worth taking now as ten
dave later, but is ocompetent to make a
heavy fight.

The 10,000 lakes of Minnesota and Wiscon-
¢in ara the principal homes of the mus-
kallonge—homes ideally suited to the fish's
weeds. They are deep, clear and healthful
and retired for the most part from
elvilization.

The fact that comparatively few men
reach them {s vital to the fish, which is not
fecund. Ewven under present conditions its
npumber have been materially decreased
and the weights of those taken run much
leas than they ran fifteen years ago.

Then it wae not unusual for individuala
of thirty-five and even forty-five pounds to
be captured, but such a muskallonge s a
marity now, Under present conditions a
fish of fifteen pounds= is a good fish, one of
twenty an excellent fish, one of twenty-five
well wor' h taking home on ice and mounting

for the diuing room or hall.

It is a eingular thing about these lakes
that only those connected with the Mis-
sisslppl River contain the muskallonge.
They are spring-fed and there is little dif-
ference in their waters, or in the foods con-
tained in them. Connection with the big
river, howaver, insures the presence of
muskallonge and its absence means not
only that the muskallonge is not to be found,
but that it will not live If transplanted.

The connection of some of the lakes with
the river is so slight that the manner in
which the big fish make their way to them
{8 a mystery, but they get there. There |8
in Price county, Wis,, for instanoce, a lake
called Round Lake,

Tt is jolued to Mason Lake by a creek
or ditch, not more than three feet wide,
not niore than a foot deep and grown up
with weeds and water grasses. This ditch
{s &0 narrow and shallow that guides In
going from one lake to the other are often
obliged to portuge a light boat, finding it
imposrsible to force a way through.

Yet Round Lake is well supplied with
muskallonge, einoe it connects with Mason
Lake, which connecta in turn by an arm
almost as narrow and shallow with the
Flambeau River, which connects with the
Chippewa, which conneots with the Missis-
sippl

The fish find thelr way up the small stream |

Into these lakes and through the narrow
tortuous half-arid arms, though there does
not seem to be water enough in them for
a flve-pound ruuskallonge to wiggle in,

On the contrary Loug Lake, which lies
a hall-mils from Rour ﬁ Lake and is not
counected with any outslde body of water,
has no muskallonge, though it is two miles
long by three-quarters of a mile wide and
forty feet deep in the centre. Ite water
ard lilles and weeds and wild rice am the
same as those of Round Lake, but the mus-
kallonge will not live in them,

It scams to be necossary to this fish to get

tothe Pinni: g streawms once a year, It lives
In the lakes for the greater part of the tine
And spawrs in them often, though not al-
Wiiva, I it nesds 1 chan gw.

Iho | f the Minnesota or Wiscongin
w s {d¢ fishing water. There the
angler has all of those things which his
Bt loves - cocl, pure air, solitude, a hun-
drea sighis and sounds of primeval nature
and goodd sport

the st part the banks of these lakes

are nialY, rising from forty to sixty feet
above the water, and the pines, balsam
pines, mauples, hemlocks, firs and epruces

grown dewn to the water's lip. They are
evergreens, all dark and massive, so thick
in places that small birds work their way
carefully through the branches. The wateris
&1l clear and blue, and the result is that the
color tones of this landscape are dark green
and dark blue in juxtaposition, exceeding
pleasing and restful to the eye

In the centre of one of these lakes far
bevond ordinary gunshot swims a pair of
thoss voracious feeders, the loons. In
many places along the edges lies a tangle
of dead fallen trees and on these turtles
bask

Tottering along one of them, digging
In its claws paintully and oblivious of the

boat and its occupantis though only tweniy
feet nway, comen a poreupins for its daily
arink.  The porcupine can think of but
one thing at a tir
Five hundred feer up a fishhawk sails
Howly round and round.  From the woods
nes the dm of the partridge. In one
or f the lake, protected well by a
' inde f logs, a tother teal swims
W 1 b severn, o takes them up
nk where 1 i shelving and grass-
Ly Lo ook U grisshiopper
\ nd 1) ! vool ater a man may
looking the summdr homes of many
L game birds which fly southward
. the fir=t <pnow ontes ot of the nort!
| WCRsN e = sttty be discovered
tall Lrwss, or the mallard’s near to
UL but drv and apt to e in the contre
I ~anie deard branel ucks of all kinds
bivesd there. bt the goose nests farther
L
A nay, I of troling may drift with

-

Ml‘guﬁdo in the boat under the shadow
of the

lourious lhmgﬂ. Generally, however, mep
who go to these lakes in spring, summer
or early fall are men from the cities

They have riveu ten days of vacation
from the vear of driving toil; they are
temporarily but absolutely divoreed from
telegrams and letters; and thev think that
they must fish while there is light. They
rise before day and snatch a basty uncom-
forable bm‘{(tu-l by the shine of the
campfire. They are only in good time if
the bars of gray are showing in the ecast
as their feet mound hollow on the boutom
planking of the boat

Their rods are jointed aud the spoon is
whirling in the water beliind the craft
before they can see gixty feet away. Thew
have a rough cold luncheon done up in a
bit of newspaper and lyving on the bottom,
where it i& apt to get msoggy. They will
not return to camp to dinner because they
haven't time.

All day long they will ply parallel with
the shores of the lake and forty feet out,
the guide tugrmg mechanically at the
oars and the fieherman humped in the stern
with fifty or sixty feet of line out and his
rod bending with the strain.

If one fish i= killed, that means merely
that they are bitin
to kill another. If two be taken that means
that sport is fair and there is chance to
make a score before the day (s over. [f
three or four or five are shot through the
head and tumbled into the boat, the ardor
of the puresuit is increasod.

Under no circumstances will the chase
be discontinued until black dark has come
down. The next morniug sees a repetition

On Lower Price Lake in Wiaconsin one
man has taken in one day thirteen muskal-
longe averaging fourteen pounds. That is
182 pounds of game fish to one slender rod
and silk line., Night will come in spite of
any fisherman or this man would have
taken twenty before quitting

The habits of the muskallouge are rimple
and its methods direct. It Jurks in the
roots of lily-pads which fringe the shore
and cover the lake for forty feet from
bank, or else is down npear the bottom of
the stalks of wild rice,

When trying to get food it lies absolutely
still, polsed among the shadowing vegeta-
tion, with only the tip of ite nose project~
ing into the clear water beyond. So in
ambush {t waite 0}?31 the passage of some
pound bass, or -pound cropple, or
small muskallonge for that matter. It is
cannibalistic and destruction of its young
is by itself is belleved to be cn» of the causes
operating agsinst its increase.

The munlu.llong when lufing upon
{ta prey comes with great rapidity and the
fish which escapes must be .xceomngl?'
wiry and agile. The great slayer wiil
cover twenty feet in a rush of tlis kind,
almost with the speed of light.

Ite jaws are so formidable, are opened
80 wide, come together with such force and
are so garnished with rows of razorlike
teeth that a flsh three inchies through is
suipped in two as if between the blades
of giant shears. Often the muskallonge
will swallow a half-pounder whole,

1t is & quarrelsome villain with a great
opluion o? itsa own prowess. It regards
itself as cock of the walk and will suffer
no other fish to remain near it. Even its
own kind must seek other quarters. It
does not congregate and no school of it is
ever seen.

Like an old bass, it will strike at a lure
?hotton from irritation as from hunger.

is has been demonstrated repeatedy
by men passing back and forth near the
lA{r of an old timer.

The fish may not notice the spoon for the
first trip or two, but soon becomes angered
by ita glitter and the shadow of the boat
and strikes It finally. Most often it will
etrike both upper and lower jaw firmly
shut, hurling the metal twenty feet in air

Muskallonge have been taken which
were literally crammed with filshes of various
sizes and kinds, showing that they were not
hungry. They have been known, too, to
flash out from the edge of wild rice and
gingerly nose a spoon. Finding nothing
on it, they have retired for six feet and then
hit it hard, evidencing their anger.

As this trick of nosing is a common thing
mosat experienced muskallonge anglers
advocate putting a large green froq upon
the hook zn.nf behind the spoon. Indeed
some form of food, frog, minnow or even
salt rk, is always better than nothing.
It will serve partiy to conceal the hooks,
if it does not tempt the appatite.

The fish sometimes noses the lure becawes
it 18 cunning and for the rame rearon it will
often take the bait without encountering
the hooks. It has happened many times
that with the spoon apinning and the boat
travelling at four milesa an hour a mus-
kallonge has lea ten feet, seized the
frog just back of the neck and stripped it
of skgu and a portion of the flash clear to
the end of ita hind legs. Muskallonge
have been known to strike at tin cups
dip, for a moment on the lake's surface
and have struck copper-tipped oars may

mes.

The mouth is8 8o armed with teeth and
the teeth are so sharp that guides refuse
generally to handle the fish at all until
it is stone dead. It sems to be impoesible
to put the fingers anvwhers near to the
mouth of a live muskallonge without getting

cut,

In late July and August these teeth are
shed as a dear loses its horns and do not

ow out again until the latter part of

ptember. During this interim fishing
for muskallonge is a waste of time. It
does not bite because it has noting to bite
with, and it is sick and or.,

The manner of taking the muskallonge
{a distinetly unfair. It is most often trolled
for, though some men prefer to be paddled
slowly and to cast for it.

In any event, as soon as a strike is made
and the hooks are rent in deep the guide
bends to his oars and heads for the middle
of the lake. He keeps on rowing uutil
the fish is exhausted or breaks away.

ft is a case of a 150-pound man with a
rod and line, a 180-pound guide and a 200-

und boat againet a fifteen-pound fish

Infair as it is, anglers almost withow
exception say that it would be imporsible
o kiH the muskallonge in any other fashion.

It fs always cloge to lily pads or other
weeds when it strikes, and they believe
that no human force could keep it out of
the weeds if the hoat were held stationary
and a fair fight fought Letween racl d
captive. Onece within the weads, of course
the fish would wind the lire about and
about some tough stalk, thern break away

This, however, seerns to hae laigely
theory. It is diffcult to find a man who
has ever »uon willinm to give the muskal-
longe a chance for its life,

TRY CROPPIE FISHING.
It's & Nice Kind of Angling If Yon're Lary
and Hike the Woods

On a warm Mav day, whepn there iz breeze
only in the tree-teps and the shandows of

the forest lle along upon the water, a man
may put in worre hours than in cregyie
fishing. There is ro sport sbout it The

angler mirees the electric thrill which rr s
along the rod to his fingers and wrist when
a big gome fish has struck the lure, but it is
peaceful and makes cre prone to reflection
and all the manifold eaut.es of watersice
nature are unfolded ta the gaze

Some little nook or sheltered bay ¢f the
lake should be wkelected, a place wlen
outside noires do come and the water
is deep ard a broken cak or maple les
halft in, half out of the water. For some
reason crippies love these places wlere
decaying wood gives a scont to the elenent

in which they live, Mavie jt is for the

reason that there small irrects and larve |

and little worms upon which they lhe
+ abound

A person fishing for crepples will bave
the bout anchored or, better still, tied with
a little rope to one of the Lranches

can ~tay as long ark be plenses. He may
fish awhile and then desist read or
gmoke or make a short froursien ivland

on the track of a frisking

If he I8 very quiet he may oo
FIGED Cond down
matronly fashior
in the woods, or & male may firt ¢
bank in dandy pose, pansing now
to extend hiswigs, raise Lis neck feathioe
end admire himself in the glassy water
a fool away

Ot in the Northwest o porcupine is pretty
certain to pul i appearance L efore a great
X eVen tnay pass by e

squirrel
a hen jant
)y

1o dntk, then In »

wilk back 1o b e
Jorg e

aned

winle ar & Ir Gl by

trees and see many strange and -

and there is good chance !

and he |

'
‘ on the trail of a rabbit or bird. Then there
is the great hawk which, after sailing In
circles for awhile, will perch upon a de

tree a hundred yaras awsy and eve the

the bank that he would have derived from
a tight, light boat anchored in some cove,
weause in a boat a man feels himself in
& measure removed from the world. He
18 on an element unfamiliar to him, and his
meditations take the deepertinge of segre-
E tion

Unless a croppy school be struck the
fishing will be poor, only an oocasional
curious straggler investigating the hook
to its cost, but if there be a school there is |
almost no limit to the number that may
be taken, ‘The lake croppies, whether in
New York State or in Michigan, like their
water deep and cold, and they are deli-
clously cool to the fingers when taken from
the barb. There are two kinds of them,
the dark kind with the blue gills and the
others, and the dark fellows always seem
to be the cooler

Then somewhere around the submerged
trunk are the slender perches .with red
belly fins, so much like a bass in shape
and mouth that there is really no reason
for calling them perches, except that they
have black bands on their sides. The
.\\hw angler knows when he takes one of
these up that the rear ventral fin, double,
spreading out something like a bird's wings
and bright crimson in ?nu-, will, if cut off
with a strip of the white skin attached,
make a rare bait for bass.

It should be used in casting attached
to a weedless hook just behind a No. 3

" nl;Flm curiously, |
{ t is to he doubted that lzaank Walton |
{ got half the enjovivent out of lolling on !
|

] spoon. This lure will woo from retire-
ment among the lily-peds even the sleepiest
bass on the warmes: day.

No man with the fraction of the soul of
a poet in him will fish for croppies without
a float. It is faster, and fouibly. surer,
to use the bare line, but it is too much
like work, too utilitarian. .

With the red and green cork upon the
wurface the fisherman may rest his rod
againat the edge of the boat undllel the
upper part of the line sag. He will bave
then not only the pleasura of the Iuwwled’xe
that there is a fish at the hook, but the
added delight of watching the antic be-
bavior of the cork, which seems alive.

1t will wobble rapidly in a succession of
Joyous little bounds, making small circles
in the water, dart a foot to one side, rise
up as if it were going to fly from the lake
like & duck, then go down deep, deoﬁ. until
the red of it is merely a glimmer through
the clear fluid. That is the time to jerk
and pull and at the end of the line when
it leaves the water will be a fat, shaking,
flopping croppie, enough to make an an-
chorite fomﬁv his cell

Sometimes with cropples worma are '
or fat white grubs d‘ug from logs with a
pocket knife, while a red-headed wood-
yacker hurnmers not far away, or helgram-
ites, or a bit of salt pork, or fish meat.
Then again they are obsessed of the devil
and nothing is good.

That is the time to take out a amall vol-
ume of Marcus Avrelius, while the lake
moves the loat ever so gently. A page
and a half of t'.e not le Roman is warranted
to make sleep comao.

JACKSNIPFE IN CHICAGO.

Unexpected Sport on the Links of a Swell
Golf Club.

Chicago & not only a great ofty in popula-
tion, wealth, hogs, beeves and culture,
but probably it is the only metropolis in
the world which furnishes excellent spring
jucksnipe shooting

Along It busy lake front people have
bean shooting mallards and teal for years,
but not many of its citizens know that
within its limite is as fine a bit of snipe
ground as any mau, professional or amateur,
would wish to see. The Illinols law permits
snipe shooting until April 26 and up to that
day of this vear guns were cracking merrily
in Riverside, a southern part of the city
which has a ewell golf club as well as good
wing sport,

The snipe bagan coming in about April 10
and members forsook thelr caddies and
caddy bags. A lot of the populace showed
up and as the shooting was outside of the
club grounds the club members could say
nothing. Trains which run every five
minutes in the rush hours took gunners
down and guns, and the war was worth
looking at. )

That part of the city contains a good
deal of lowland which in a wet season Is a
promising marsh and there is plenty of grass
and weeds {or cover. There Is a long shal-
low pond also and birds were plentiful,
near ita edgos )

There is a law against discharging fire-
arms within the city lUmits, unless a po-
lceman is calied on to shoot somebody in
the leg while trying to destroy a mad dog,
but nobody paid any attention to the law
and the patrolmen said nothing. Bome
wounded birds were lost by flying a half-
mile and dropping upon a busiuess street,
where they were picked up by the hurrying
throngs, but in the main the snipe were re-
trieved without troubla.

The nhm.'ini lasted for more than two
weeks and got better as it got older. There
were mauy birds left wheu the law closed
down.

o give an idea of the character of the
gport it may be said that scores of from
fifteen to thirty snipe were often made in a
day and one man bagged three dozen.
This means that under the most favorable
circumstances at least fifty shells were
expended, which is a good enough day for
anybody

The birds reached Riverside from the
South in fine condition and were made fatter
by the rich plckings they found there.

MUDHENS DBACK IN JERSEY,

Mistery of the Ylight of These Birds From
the south,

Sea lsrm Ci1y, N.J , May 10.—The spring
flight of the mud hens has ended. On
Monday the craftiest sportsman in south
Jersev could have tramped the meadow-
lands of Cape Mav and Atlantic counties
a'l day in search of a mud hen without
finding one. On Tuesday the marshes
were allve with them

During the night thousands came into the

Jeraey marshes from Virginia and Dela-
ware. On Tuesday night more birds ar-
rived

The migratory flight of the mud hens
ustally ends with the second night, They
ha'e never been kuov 1 to migrate in dayv-
light,

In the fa'l their ie a8 mys-
terious as i8 their arrival in the spring
go out on the meadows in the carly
and find dozens of marsh
hens, but a visit to the same locality twenty-
four hours later will show that the sedge
grusa does not sheiter a bird, They have
flown toward the South during

golng away

One may
October

javs

filently

the right
It i« only when migrating that the mud.

hens travel in flocks. Few men have ever

witnesscd these great flights. A native
gunner who was out on the marshesin
search of plover soveral years ago saw

a company of mudhens come fiving in from

the open sea just at break of day. The
| flock was fully hall a wile long and an
ciehith of a mile in width and must have
r ohered more than 110000 birds
The mud hen s a bird of short, rapid
| fight ami the spoctsmen who spend the
early sentember days the marshes hunt-
| g it, ufie \ J how the birds manange

v meadows in the spring
e v homes hundreds of
os away in the In this region the
bird is known ag a poor flver, and when once
gtarted on the wing, it seldom covers mors
than half a mile, when it drops inte the

1o reas b the

v g

|
i taneled sedize grass
1 his fart has caused mueh conjectura
‘ among the gunners o5 to how the birds
| manage to cross Delaware Ray at ite widest
jid v hicl ¢ twentyv-cight apntles across
The birds are far from being good swime-
HICTs
In a few dave the mud bens will begin
nest buddding and unless pusfortune in the
| shape of high tides overtakes them, the
Lirds will begin the work of incubation by

vears past, high tides
forsey

Mav 20 For fiv
have v tead the

\

| marshes in

June days and de~

\

wonth

P L

stroyed hundreds of nests and thousands
of eggs.

Last year, early in June, when thousands
of young chicks were ready to break
through their shelle, a northeast storm tide
swept over the marshes and destroyed
them all. The birds built new nests, but
did not bring forth their young until the
middle of July, and when the shooting
reason opened on Aug. 25, many of the
young birds were unable 1o fly.

The old birds were killed and thousands
of chicks, unable to shift for themselves,
perished. Great numbers of young birds
were hunted and killed with long poles by
pot hunters and sent to the city markets,
where the feathars and heads were re-
moved, and they were sold as squabs.

GRAY SQUIRRELS A PEST.

So Southern Corn Ralsers Shoot Them
and Afterward Eat Themn.

In eastern Texas, southern Arkansas,
Louisiana and Mississippl, where a great
deal of Indian corn is grown, the farmers
are now making preparations to protect
their crop from the hordes of gray squirrels
that infest the woods and like nothing
better than roasting ears.

The young of the squirrels are more than
half grown, out of the nest and as busy as
their elders. One of them can not eat more
than a ear of corn in a day and if they con-
fined themselves to a single ear apiece
probably the indolent Southerners would
not bother them

It is the habit of the squirrel, however,
to scamper from ear to ear, as 4 bee goes
from flower to flower. From each the
squirrels eat the tenderest top part, that
being most easily reached through the
folds of the shuck, and in this way they ruin
a great deal of corn, the injured ear failing
to mature properly The equirrel gets
little beside milk out of these kernels, but
likes that and gets delicioualy fat on it.

The ingenuity of the Boutherner has never
deviced any way of checking this pest except
withtheshotgun. It would notdoto poison
the ears, as later on the poisoned ones conld
not be told from others, and there is no form
of bait which could be laid out to attract the
pests since they do not want anything,
but young corn.

8¢ the farmer and his boyvs have to con-
tent themselves with wandering stealthily
through the fields, going wcross the rows
and looking down them as carefully as they
can. The corn is as high as their heads,
but that does not matter. Infact,itaffords
a better concealment.

Wherever they see a stalk shaking vio-
lently there they know that a squirrel is at
work. They walk slowly, taking their time
eince they know that the aquirrel will take
his.

When close enough they see a small gray
body coiled around an ear, the long tail
hanging down and the sharp teoth busy at
work. They knoock him off at thirty yards
with No. 8 shot and take time (o swear at
him lazily.

Immedlately after the report there is a
mighty scampering among the rows made
by alarmed squirrels hurrying to the woods,
which always grow close down to the field.
Indeed, the little animals rarely venture
more tfmn fifty yards into the fleld and in
this way their ravages are circumscribed.

They will rush to the fence, go over it like
a ﬂu{ and hide themselves among the
branches, chattering volubly. Meantime
the farmer or one of his boys §s reload-
ing the muzzle-loader. He knows that the
equirrels will be back in fifteen minutes
coming out by ones or twos, and he will
stay shooting until the sun is within an
hour of setting.

At that time the squirrels all leave the
fields, to return after the sun i well up the
next day. Protection of some sort is
gained in this way, not so much from the
number of uirrels slain, though they
are killed in hundreds, as from the fact
that the noise of the gun acts as a scare-
crow and keeps them disturbed,

Any fifteen-vear-old boy In a Southern
cornfleld at this season is able to kill a
couple of dozen of squirrels in a day, and
as they are all young they are deflrinun
food. There is nothing betier than youn
fried squirrel unless it be young equirre
brolled on the open coals.

GOOD REASONING BY A SETTER.

Top Gets a Quall Lost Behind Two High
Fences and a Traln of Cars.

The manner in which hisliver-and-white
sotter Top acquitted himsslf just before
the close of the shooting season fills Ben
Baunders of Frostville, A1k, with the pride
of memory.

Top is 8 years old, experienced, sa-
gaclous and opinionated. On a warm
day in latter February he wasat work on a
bevy of quail which had been flushed in a
wide old fleld with a great deal of broom-
sedge in it. He came down onasingle bird
within three feet of his nose

Saunders kicked it out and found when
he got the gun to his shoulder that he had
forgotten to cook it, He jerked it down,
threw the slide forward, got it up againand
pulled wildly.

The quallwas then fifty vards straightaway
and going like the wind. It was above a
ten-railed fence. On the farther ride of
the fence was a railway track and a long
train of freiglt cars standing on it. Be-
vond them was another ten-railed fence.
and a field

The quail was wing-tipped hy a single
pellet and started downward, barely miss-
ing tha top of a box car. Saunders, with
little hope in his heart, sald: *Seek dead'*
and waited.

It {= not an easy mattar for settere or
pointers to climb a high fence, though they
Isarn how after a month or two in the field
Top, who had marked the course of the
bird, sharply tackled his fence without
pause, using all four legs as if it were a
ladder. He wormed himself over tha
rider, fell into the diteh beyond, climbed
out of that, went between two of the cars
and got over the far fance.

Saunders noted his eagerness, mounted
one of the cars and sat himself down for a
stwoke. The dog plunged into the further
field and hunted eageriy.

He bad no means of knowing how far
out in it the quail had struck, but he knew
that the bird was only wing-hurt and that
every bitd so injured does not stav sl
when it hits the ground, but prooeeds ime-
mediately to make tracks l(ﬂ wasted no
titve but went fifty vards out into the field
und turned sharp to the left

He went a hundred yards in that direetion
without pickaig up the scent, returned
exactly to his starting point and quested
swiftly to the right. Within twenty feet he
rtruck the trail and followed as [ust as the
scent would permit

That too, was a brogm-sedge field, and
hroom=sedge when dry is one of the meanest
things [or scent which grow. Yard by yard
Fop worked it out, getting faster as the
seent got better, bully two hundred yards
further on he lowered his head, sprang for-
ward, then threw his mouth in air with a
Quall n has jaws

He came bhack at top speed, rushed his
first fence and went on through the cars
not seeing his master, He went back to
the place where the empty  shell lay and
finding nobody to prase him  squatted
down dejected, still holding the bird

Saunders clinbed down «iffly, went to

him and told him that e was great The
quail had been (onderly mouthed just as
every well educated dog mouths a res

trieved bird, boing held with just sufticient
force to provent e

Top's seoking and fnding of this bird
went Lo lhpqrh VL AS ALY sHlAr instancoes
have disproved it, the (dea that the quatl

e s

has any capacity to withhold its soent,
a faculty whose oxistenos juany hunters
have asserted O oa wet day, or if the oarth
has been recently dampensd by rain, a bevy

will leave a tradl that oven a dull- nosed
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dog can follow without trouble and will
do this though closely pursued.

In dry weather, with dusty herbage and
& eandy soil, the scent will hold for only
a little while and for this reason compara-
tively few birds will be found. The with-
holding-scent theory was invented by some
fellow who had a poor dog that he loved
and has been adopted eagerly by other fel-
lows with poor dogs that they love,

WHERE GRAYLING SWARM.

An Abundance of Them, and Real Brook
Trout In Alaskan Waters.

“Alaska is oertainly the paradise of game
fish,” said Hugh McMurray of Juneau,
“and that gamest and most beautiful of
them all, the grayling, which American
sportsmen have long bellevad exists only
in the waters of the upper Michigan wilds,
and which has come to be deplorably scarce
even there, is as abundant in the Alaskan
slreams, almost, as the common brook
sucker is in your streams at {ts most abun-
dant season.

“This is particularly true of all the streams
of the Yukon basin. And in the smaller
streams of that basin the brook trout-—
the genuine crimson-spotted beauty, the
angler's true pride, which the books and
book fishermen tell you is not found exoept
in waters east of the Rocky Mountains—
is more than abundant.

“The trouble is that these trout, like
the grayling, are too numerous to make
real sclentifio angling for them the rare
pleasure it is in waters where they are
scarcer and shyer, for they will bite at
anything you offer them. If the day ever
comes when they are thinned out, and
trout and grayling become comparatively
scarce, there will be better fishing in those

Alaskan waters than can be found any-
whg{e on the continent.

“To give an idea of what I mean when
I say these fish are too numerous for good

wuine sport with rod and line in Alaska,

will tell you what 1 saw once in one of
the Yukon strears, one of the larger class.
1 had killed & moose, and skinned and
dressed it at the river's edge where it fell
It was so close to the water, in fact,
that portions of the carcass fell into it.
Instantly there was a turmoil there. Fish
rushed in amazing numbers to the spot
to meize the refuse,

“1 was surprised to discover that the
fish were gru,\'lmfn Every time | threw
a bit of the moose into the stream the water
would fairly boll with the rush of fish,

battling for its ion,
would leap clear of

“Many of the fish
the water, their brilliant markings and
the bright iridescent huea of their broad
dorsal fins mingling with the tossing foam
in a kaleidoscopic picture, as beautiful as
it was fleeting.

“I first thought that this particular spot
must be a pool in which the fish had drawn
together from different parts of the stream,
after the manner of trout, the time of the
year being late August, and the pool being
at the mouth of a small spring run, but
I soon discovered that the possibility of
80 rare a piscatorial exhibition as that
was not confined to that pool.

“I threw a piece of the moosa's liver up
streamn, It fell into the water a hundred
feet or more distant from this pool. In-
stantly at that spot the same wild seramble
for the morsel followed, and the surface
of the streamn was lashed into foam by
the rush of grayling.

“My course lay up the river. I followed
it a mile or more, tossing at intervals pleces
of moose heart or liver into the water,
and at no spot did the falling there of the
moreels fail to bring as great and flerce
a dash of hungry gravling aa the first one
had brought in the pool far below
~“The hundreds and hundreds of gray-
ling that T saw were, of course, but a amall
portion of tha myriads that joined in these
eager rushes, and among them 1 saw but
few small ones.”

TENDERFOOT N KANSAS.

Rebuffs Met by a New Yorker Who Wanted
to Be Agrecable,

“TIt is not always necessary to throw bou-
quets when vou are out dining,” sald a
New York travelling man, *When | was
in a Kansas town not long ago I was Invited
to the home of a customer to take dinner
A travelling man never permits himeelf to
misunderstand an invitation to eat a home
dinner,

“My customer's wifa was one of those
matter-of-fact, common-eense women to
whom a primrose i{s a primrose, whether it
grows by the river's brim or in the barn-
yard. Soon after I was seated at her
dafutlly spread table 1 began fumbling
around for something of a gracious brand
to launch which would show my apprecia-
tion of her hospitality.

“I opened on butter. It was worth trav-
elling miles to taste such butter as that
on her table! I said a few nice things
about New York, of course, we all do that,
but 1 admitted that there was no such butter
in New York as I found on her talble

“She couldn't understand that, for the
butter I was tasting was from a fi 'kin sent
her by express by her aunt in Herkimer
county. Just then I happened to think
of a story and the butter incident was
relogated.

“We had got down to peas and I allowed
that thera were no peas like the hone-
grown kind. It added to the lusciousness
of the pea to watch it grow and cull it from
the vine.

“She thought otherwise. Her peas had
been a failure ever since the grasshoppers
did her gardening last year, and George
that was ner husband’'s name-— had bougnt
canned peas ever since. | had been throw-
ing tulips at canned peas!

1 think I said something about the
weather, just then. That's what a man
coughs up when he goes against the rceis
You would think after a throw-down or
two such as | have mentioned that I would
have confined myeelf to the monosyllabie
And I would had not the little woman spoken
of the wild goose she served,

“ ‘At leaet," she said in a eplandid way,
‘we can offer you in this something you
don't often have in New York.'

“Of course, Allowing much in New
York's favor [ must say that the goose we

ot in the wetropolis is a pretty tame bird

admitted this. And then I cut loose on
the delicious meat of the fowl that honks

“1 eould conceive of no sport like that of
hunting the wild goose  Then I quoted
something from ‘Hiawatha' about the
wawa - Longfellow for wild goose vou know

*“I said her husband must be a mighty
hunter. Of course it is only in the great
open country that the wawa can be hunted,
I said. I got a second round of wawa, and
felt quite satisfied at last that I had hit the
right trail. Then the little woman, looking
at me with her gray eves, said:

* ‘I think we are indebted 1o Mr, Edison
or some nne of his school for the dish we
are enjoying. Recently, quite recently, our
modest ittle city has been lHghting the
gtroets with electricity

“‘In the night when the sky {8 overecast
these lights seem to attract the great flocks
of wild geese which pass this wav, and when
they get into a radius of the lamps they
become confused, and even the boys kil
them with clubs

““The wild goose we have this evening
in quite l!:'-i("‘ll It was indirectly killed
by electrie light !
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BASKET SHARES|,

== AND WHY THEY ARE ==

Steadily Advancing ||

in the first

presentiments made by the company to the public, and

HF reason for the conatant advance in the shares of the Mergenthaler.
I Horton Basket Machine Company is the same reason that was given
)

steadily renewed in every subsequent announcement 4
I'his Company Is essentially an orgunization of the people for the ahsolute

control of a great industry

This control results [rom the inherent mechanical

and commerciul value of the automatic machines for basket making, invented

and patented )?' Emmett Horton and Ottmar Mergenthaler,

are all absolute
Machine Company

which patents

y owned and controlled by the Mergenthaler-Horton Busket »

When so many propositions of questionable strength are being submitted
to the public, it is but natural that it shouid be difficult for every one to under-
stand the full meaning of the great proposition represented by the shares of

this Company

DIRECT TO THE PEOPLE.

As a general thing, in these days of combinotions, industries are controlled

by the purchuse of conflicting elements, and it is the history of every industrial

organizetion that many of thn_ necessary purchases for the purpose of come- £
bination have been made at prices which have rendered the future prosperity y

of such a combination a matter of great uncertainty

The stock in such eombi-

nations is offered to the Y"mw by the “Undervriting Syndicate” or the bank- 5
ing house, which by this meuns secures absolute coutrol of the entire
organizavion

None of these things has entered into the proposition of the Mergenthaler- )

Horton Basket Machine Company,

All offers of
been refused for the financing of this organization

syudicates and bunkers have
I'he first shares of the

Company were offered to the public at a low price: as fast as steps have heen
tuken in the formation of the Company's commercial fabrie, the price of shares }

has been advanced I'here

) are no preference claims in the organization of
this Corupany, no praferred shares, no bonds<, no debts

Every share i« a voting

share, and the offering is made direct from the Company to the publie

For the benefit of stockholders and intending suhscribers
this Company wish to make the definite statement that notwithstanding the
vertising which has been done to |

the proposition, the actual cost of this met

liberal a

share

the ofMecers of B
;nrnm nt the substantiol features of '
wod does not exceed 5'y cents per A

In no other way could the Company's capital be secured at such small cost

The earlieat subsesibers receive the greatest advantage, but the far-reaching ¢
acope of the Propounlnn makes the shares of this Company an excellent invest-
i}

ment at double their par value,

Present eelling price, )

70 Cents a Share

(Par Value $1.00, Full Paid and Non-Aessessable.) 4

This price will be advaneced to 75 cents a share on or before Saturday, May

17th, and to par within #0 days

THE WORNK OF THE MACHINE.

The machanical completeness of the basket-making machines of this

Company has not only been

demonsirated in several years of active work in

the largest basket factory 1 the world, at Painesville, Ohlo, but also in the h

exhibition, during the past fortnight. to thousands of

people every day, at

the executive offices of the Company, 287 Broadway, New York.
8o much enthusiasm has besn crented among all who have witnessed the
* complete and automatic work of the machine on exhibition in New York that N
y the Company has arranged to &et up an exhibition basket factory in Chicago,
Boston and Philadelphia, and the invitation is extended broadcast to all inter-
ested persons to go 1o any of these exhibitions and see the actual work of the

machine

It must not be lost sight of by those who cannot go to see tha machine that
the opportunity for investment in these shares (s one that merits the fullest
investigation, and all such per=ons are urged to have some friend or represeuta~

é tive go to see the machine work, and report to them promptly, b

The universal verdict of all who see the complete baskets turned out by

the machine 18 that the Company's statements concerning the machine are
more than substantiated in every particular

RBhareholders of this Company, and all who contemplate makin

Investment,

should realize that all the baskets now made for the immense fruit erop of the A
country are turned out by hand work, and that thera are over 9,9 small fae-

tories, employving from three to three

undred
making haskets under conditions which have Eppt the basket-making industry

eople each, all over this country

& full half eentury behind other {ndustries.

Within a few months at least two other large factories will be in operation

east of the .\It-ah-ium River, and within a year the entire equipment for the

manufacture of bas
in running order

ets needed for every ounce of fruit in this country will be

When ene-half of the basket business of the country {s turnad out hy these
factories, the Company's profits will pay a divideud of at least 10% on the entire

capitalization,

The statements made to the public regarding the futura of this businass, \

the work of the maclines and the legitimate expectations of shareholders are

given with absolute frankness,
There are ruany thousands of

thia great arganization {f they can

wments

B

ople who desire to become members of

assured of the accuracy of these stita-

Let every such persou proceed at once to make the fillast investigation

Checks for subscriptions should be drawn to the order of CuanLEs R

Barrow, Treasurer

The directors reserve the right to reject any subscription.
advances May 17th or earlier to 75 oents 4 share,

The price

S I (O AL S N 0 ")

e MERGENTHALER-HORTON
BASKET MACHINE CO.

Executive Offices, 287 BROADWAY, New York

TRANS-«CANADA RAILROAD.

Advantages of the New Line the Pominion
Parllament Has Authorized.

QuUeneo, May 10 —Parliament has just
authorized the construction of & new trans-
continental line of railway, with Chicoutiml,
a Saguenay River seaport, and the harbor
of Quebec, as ite eastern, and Port Simp-
son on the Pacific coast for the western,
terminal points. Imperial interests are
believed to be behind the project, and
British capital is likely to enter largely
into its construction

One of the chief grounds upon which its
promoters are appealing to the people
both England and Canada is that
the proposed route is situated so far in-
land that it {s perfectly safe from the as-

saults of a hostile force. It {8 pointed out
in the prospectus that in the event of hose

tilities between Canada and her American |

neighbor the Canadian Pacific
line, which iz so often located within a
very short distance of the boundary, might
he broken in twenty places in a week, and
during the continuance of such trouble
could never be restored. The route of
the Trans-Canada, as the new rcad is to
be called, has therefore been placed ‘rom
400 to 600 mies from the frontier, whi h,
with the protection of feets at Quelec,
the Saguenav, Nottaway, on Jamee's Bay,
and at Port Simpson, is expected to make

im[lvrv;:u:z.w It has long been felt
that the =alety of an imperial short line
across the North American  continent,
from Europe to the East, should not be
aitogether dependent upon the (riendship
of the United Sta'es, as the present Cana-
dian Pacific line is, and hence the inipe-
rial interest taken in the Trans-Canada
project

From the eastern terminals of the new
road at Chicoutimi and Quebee, the line
of the Quebee and Lake St John Rail-
way will be utiized as far ns Lake St. John,
pvgotiations being  aloot for  acquiring
it From Lake St. John the proposal is
1o extend the line ina nortiiwester!y direc-
tion to the nouth of the Nottaway River
on James's Bay, passing through the best
of the still available timber limits of the
Province of Quebee. The line runs from
the southorly point of James's Bay to the
north of Lake Winnipeg and the remain-
der of the route to the Facifie coast follows

pretty much the course of the fiity-fifth
“Weoll, itwastolaugh  There was nothing | doegree of north latitude ’
elketodo. [didn't feel likeit, but Haughed '?Lvr-- i no doubt that this is a very
And so I lifted my gobet and, proposed | favorable route for the new railway. It
the health of my hostess i the pire, spark- | not only traverses the 1ot 'uu!;.wu.g
ling liquid which only Kansas could pro- | wheat lands of the far Northwest, but
duoce I= the shortest as well as the safest possible
* 'From Blank Springs in the State of | highway for ! nveyanee of both troops
New York,' said myv hostess and breadstufs I''we distance from
“Then 1 laid downg the time left on my | western tenuinus of  the proposed  rail-
hands at that house wius devoted 1o a dis- W, Port Sinpsar n the Pacitic ecast, to
cussion of infant baptism, Cibhan reciprocity, () e 2890 Os, ARAIDAL 3,078 hy
the Philippines, the Beef Trust and Carrie | Canadinn Pacific Railroad from Quely o
Nation ' { Yanconver e stance fropn Chi
coutimi to Port Simipson will be 370 miles
Getting Together the Seller shorter than the prosent line from Quelw.
and the buyer is easy for THE Stx, whowss | | Vancouve hat from Chicoutimi to
influence upan readers is tl UNERE el Winmpeg will be 280 miles shorter than
of vears of Intelligent and foreeful  jours from Quebwe to Winmipeg by the Canadian
nalisni. - Adi ) Vacific Railroad

Railway |

| correspondence

{ facturer by whom the 1

MISTAKE I\'_ll’(m_(:\(? BY MAIL.,
When the Prospective birldegroom A

peared the GIrl Ddn't know  Him.

INpDIANAPOLIS, Ind, May 9.—Frank Are
nold, & prosperous young ranchman of New
Mexico, arrived at Wabash a tew davs “p0
and callid at the home of Miss Virgiu a
Siith, a young stenographer t'u.;:)n\‘td at
one of the fauctories. When ghe entered
he approached her familarly, extending | s
hand and expressing pleasure at the mect=
ing. The young woman drew back sur-
prised, aud withheld her hand.  Arnold wos
confused, but managed to say someth'r
about having notifled her of "his comi 5:
but Miss Smith's face expressed only & blasx
surprise,

After much hesitation Arnold explained
that he was the niau with whom Miss Smith
had been correspond'ng for the last fivn
or gix months and with whom she had
exchanged photographs, and that, finally,
with her consent, he had come all the wuy
from his New Mexico home to marry her.
During the recital Miss Smith's face changed
from red to white and from white to re f

When the ranchman finished she told
him that she not only had never written
to him nor exchanged photographs, but i
was the first time she ‘.:ul ever heard hia
name. He produced the photograph te
had received  which he had broug! s
with him, and M'ss Smith admitted that i*
was hers and had been taken nearly tyv o
vears ago  He then produced one of her
letters, hut she denfed that the handwrit 1
war hers or even a good n of her
She was go pos'tive in her denals, a
apparently ®o haonest, that Arnold was
foreed to econfess that he had been mac
the vietim of a hnax

The care was laid

rm'tat

hefore the manu-
UNg woman s
emple Arncld told him that he had
anevered a matrimonial adverti-ement
for fun, but had becorre ir1erested as 1l o
pregressed  and  doul
so when Miss Smith's photograph reached
him

The Postmaster was 1
e had neticed

et

estiored. He

waid that ctlers passin

through the «ffire 1t Mr. Ammold but
did net know who mailed ther He o
eaid that all maud for Mis« ¥mith had Y een
rluu-d in the factorybox as she Lad ordered,

ut he had rever examited hor jetters
ard he knew nothi g about Ler correspona
vhee

The oMce boy who went for the mail
twice a day, war examin e Lt he Krew
only that he celivoren I wail 1e Mbs
Swith, who had charge of the Prespor ¢ -
orce This decpoi e he mivstery, fir
the person wl jeeEct Mise Snid
n ‘B.l COVTUsut “on hivve hasl
seme vway of recenin g P oy
de Jared that sle lad ever o v ived g
letter from Arnold ard e AL W
convirced that «he ») ‘ T \

A detective has beer place the case
but la= learved o s ‘ 1
Lasis of pieion . Apgte o et
1o At d were written Yy a 1
furt her than this nothon @

Artvecld e o W ' i i)
dayve and wWas » I a €
of the nie I ciiel is growi g i
tha rdd  civoud o which
met her may, alter all, prove musaal)

| furtunate




